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HO/ 11- October
Dear Bro Secretary,       
I write to you for the first time as Provincial Secretary and take this opportunity to acknowledge the outstanding work that my predecessor Keith Gilbert did in both moving the Province forward in terms of administration and the drawing together of a first class team at Fleet House.  I hope that I can achieve as much for the Province in my time in the office of Secretary.
Annual Provincial Meeting 2011
More than 1500 Brethren attended the Annual Meeting at Freemasons Hall on 28th September and I have received many letters of congratulation from other Provinces, commenting on both the number attending the meeting and the professionalism of the team running the ceremony.  Many of the letters also remarked on the novelty of taking an enforced break during dinner as the result of a malfunction of the fire alarm system and the two bottles of complimentary wine per table by way of compensation met with the approval of the 700 plus who were present.  
A reminder that next year’s Annual Meeting of Provincial Grand Lodge will be a week later on Wednesday 3rd October 2012 
Provincial Honours 2012
You should have received the First Appointments paperwork by now and whilst the Adelphi system should have filtered out 2005 Worshipful Masters who already hold Grand or Provincial Grand Rank we are aware that one or two have slipped through. Please return these forms with an appropriate comment to keep the records straight at this end.  The Promotion forms, likewise, should have arrived with you and I would remind you that you must hold a GP meeting to approve your submissions and return all applications by 25th November 2011.  No applications will be accepted after that date.
Year Book 2011-12
There has been a slight delay in publishing the 2011-12 Year Book but we anticipate they will be at the Provincial Office next week. 
Toast List

You should have received a new Toast List sent out on 21st of September by Keith Gilbert this will be used until April 2012.
I have attached a copy of the Toast list.

HONORARY MEMBERS
I repeat the item concerning Honorary Members first issued by Keith Gilbert in his last Provincial Grand Secretary’s Circular; please amend your Lodge Summons appropriately. I list below a possible ranking to enable you to pick those who are Honorary Members in your Lodge 

R W Bro Colin Harris ProvGM
W Bro Paul Gower PSGD DepProvGM

W Bro James Young PSGD AsstProvGM

W Bro James Sharpley PSGD AsstProvGM
W Bro David Ferris PSGD AsstProvGM
W Bro Thomas Hedderson PSGDAsstProvGM

W Bro Keith Gilbert PJGDAsstProvGM

And then in seniority of Grand Rank

Probably including some of 

RW Bro Michael Batham Jones PProvGM
VW Bro Michael Gardiner PGSwdB PDepProvGM
V W Bro Allan Atkinson PGSwdB PDepProvGM
W Bro Rowland Mecklenburgh PSGD PAsstProvGM

W Bro John Tapster PSGD PAsstProvGM

W Bro Brian Tierney MBE PSGD PAsstProvGM

W Bro Derrick Flowers PSGD PAsstProvGM

Then other Grand Officers followed by Provincial Grand Officers in list of seniority.
TO BE READ IN THE FIRST RISING

The Board of General Purposes has recently been asked whether the delivery of the Traditional History is an essential part of the Third Degree.  The Board has concluded that it is, and has accordingly directed that no one is to be registered in the Books of the Grand Lodge as having received the Third Degree unless and until the Traditional History has been communicated to him.  Only then will he be entitled to a Grand Lodge Certificate under Rule 174c, Book of Constitutions.
I have attached the new Form LP&A5 which I request you use with immediate effect. 

TO BE READ IN THE SECOND RISING
The Provincial Service of Thanksgiving including the re-dedication of the pulpit in the Cathedral and Abbey Church of St Alban, will take place at the Abbey on Sunday 15th July 2012. Further details will be announced nearer to that date.
TO BE READ IN THE THIRD RISING

Carol Service
I would remind Brethren of the Festival of Carols & Eight Lessons held in the Chapel at the Royal Masonic School for Girls to be held on Sunday 4th December 2011 the event is organised by Rickmansworth Lodge No 2218: admission is by programme at a cost of £2 available from Paul Redington 01494 763483 email paulredington@btinternet.com
Sincerely and fraternally

Hugh Oram
Distribution:  Lodge Secretaries:

cc:

Provincial Grand Master, Deputy Provincial Grand Master, Assistant Provincial Grand Masters, Provincial Senior Grand Warden, Provincial Junior Grand Warden, Provincial Grand Director of Ceremonies, Provincial Grand Almoner, Provincial Grand Charity Steward.
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